
Definition 

Bacterial meningitis 
1.
2.

Meningitis  



Bacterial meningitis in children and neonates 

Viral meningitis in adults 

Fungal meningitis in HIV positive Adults 



1. Droplet spread 

2. Sinus infection: 
3. Fracture of skull

4. Post brain surgery 
5. Post spine surgery 
6. AIDS 



Nursing assessment

1. Fever 
2. Headache 
3. Projectile vomiting 
4. Photophobia 
5. Nuchal rigidity 

6. Kerning sign 
7. Brudzinki sign 





Quincke 
needle for 
spinal 
anaesthesia

Specification Needle Color Needle length

ID OD

18G 0.92 1.23 Pink

19G 0.72 1.03 Cream 

20G 0.61 0.91 Yellow

21G 0.52 0.82 Green

22G 0.42 0.72 Black

23G 0.34 0.64 Blue

24G 0.31 0.57 Purple

25G 0.26 0.52 Orange

26G 0.25 0.46 Brown 

27G 0.21 0.42 Grey

24G Purple 

23G Blue

22G Black





CSF parameters Normal Pyogenic / bacterial meningitis 

Cells 

Sugar 

Protein 

Opening pressure 

Color



Nursing interventions 

1. Watch for signs of raised ICP

2. Initiate seizure precautions 

3. Head and elevation avoid neck flexion and hip joint flexion 

4. Respiratory isolation of meningococcal patient 



5. As per orders, document administration of 

Mannitol 
Vancomycin 
Ceftriaxone 
Steroids
IVF


