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Abdominal Paracentesis

Causes of ascites
1. 
2. 
3.

Normal fluid in peritoneal space = 



Nursing assessment findings 
1. Shifting dullness 
2.

Site for abdominal paracentesis





Pre procedure nursing interventions Post procedure
Consent
Vitals 

BP monitoring 
d/t hypovolemia 

Step to prevent hypotension

Measure and document abdominal girth 
Pre and post 

Electrolytes 

Position client with head end elevation and 
turn to side if possible 

Check for mental status 

Apply dry dressing Check for flapping tremors 
(extend arm and dorsiflex hand/palm)

Measure the exact amount of fluid removed 
and record it 

When to inform physician 
1. If urine output decreases
2. Patient has hematuria

Label the samples and send to lab 
1. Microscopy and gram stain with ZN stain
2. Culture (LJ media and CBNAAT)
3. Biochemistry: Sugar and proteins




